316                                LECTUEE X.
man, though intelligence constitutes its essence. AH that seems manifold and endowed with qualities is the result of Avidya or Nescience, a power which cannot be called either real or unreal; a power that if* altogether inconceivable, but the workings of which are seen in the phenomenal world. What is called Isvara or the Lord by Earnanurja 1% according to $aukara, Brahman, as represented by Avidvo, or Mayfi, a personal creator and ruler of the world. This which with Ramfmuf/a is the Supreme Being, is In the eyes of iSankara the Lower Brahman only, the qualified or phenomenal Brahman. This distinction between the Param and the Aparam Brahman, the Higher and tho Lower Brahman, does not exist for Ru.nu\nu</a, while-it forms the essential feature of ASankaniAs Vedantism. According to /Saiikara, individual souls with their experience of an objective world, and that objective world itself, are all false and tho result of Avidy&; they possess what is called a vyavaharika or practical reality, but the individual souls (f/iva) as soon as they become enlightened, cease to identify themselves with their bodies., their senses, and their intellect, and perceive and enjoy their pure original Bralnnahood. They then, after having paid their debt for former deeds and misdeeds, after having enjoyed their rewards in tho presence of the qualified Brahman and in a celestial paradise, reach final rest in Brahman, Or they may even in this life enter at once into their rost in Brahman, if only they have learnt from tho Vcdunta that their true Self is the same and lias always been the same as the Highest Self, and the Highest Brahman.
What has often been quoted as tho shortest sum-